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1. AIMS AND SCOPE
Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies is an electronic quarterly for research in the
broad areas of English language, linguistics and Anglophone literature. It welcomes
contributions from all subdisciplines of linguistics (theoretical and applied) and literary
studies (literary theory and literary criticism). It also provides a forum for contrastive
(cross-linguistic, cross-cultural) and interdisciplinary research in the areas of linguistics,
literature, cultural studies, and intercultural communication.
2. AUDIENCE
Linguists, applied linguists, literary scholars, translation scholars, scholars interested in
intercultural communication and cross-cultural research.
3. PUBLISHER
Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies is published by the Faculty of Philology at the
University of Białystok, Poland.
Contact details:
The Faculty of Philology
University of Białystok
Pl. NZS 1
15-420 Białystok, Poland
e-mail: filolog@uwb.edu.pl
tel. 0048 857457446

4. EDITORIAL TEAM
Editor-in-chief
Agata Rozumko (University of Białystok, Poland)
Editorial assistant
Dorota Guzowska (University of Białystok, Poland)
Editorial Board
Linguistics
Daniel Karczewski (University of Białystok, Poland),
Raúl Alberto Mora Vélez (Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana, Colombia)
Magdalena Szczyrbak (Jagiellonian University, Poland)
Literature
Małgorzata Martynuska (University of Rzeszów, Poland),
Jacek Partyka (University of Białystok, Poland),
Michael W. Thomas (The Open University, United Kingdom)
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5. ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING
Crossroads is indexed in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

ERIH PLUS:
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info?id=494669
EBSCO ULTIMATE
DOAJ (The Directory of Open Access Journals)
The Central and Eastern European Online Library (C.E.E.O.L.): www.ceeol.com
The Central European Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities (CEJSH):
cejsh.icm.edu.pl
BazHum: bazhum.pl/bib/journal/640

6. LICENSING AND COPYRIGHT
OPEN ACCESS: Papers published in Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies are licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial ShareAlike 4.0 International
License (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
All papers published in Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies can be accessed for
free, without any limitations; full texts of the papers can be read, downloaded, copied
and printed for all lawful purposes from the journal’s website:
https://czasopisma.filologia.uwb.edu.pl/index.php/c/issue/archive
The authors retain copyright in their articles. The authors can deposit their papers
published in Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies in their institutional repositories
and other repositories of their choice.
Crossroads does not charge any publication fees to authors or their institutions.
7. TYPES OF SUBMISSION
Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies publishes mainly research papers and review
articles (reviews of academic books not more than 3 years old). The submissions must
be original, not previously published, and not submitted for publication elsewhere.
Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies does not publish reviews of literary works, film
reviews or adverts of any type.
In addition to regular issues, Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies publishes thematic
issues. Thematic issues may contain research papers, review articles, and interviews.
Deadlines for submissions to thematic issues are announced in the Announcements
section.
Researchers wishing to propose a thematic issue should contact the Editor-in-chief at
the following address: crossroads@uwb.edu.pl
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8. THE REVIEW PROCESS
Crossroads uses double-blind peer review, which is why the authors must ensure that
their name(s) and all other identifying features are removed from the paper, both from
the main text and the references. All papers submitted to Crossroads are reviewed by
at least two independent reviewers who are experts in their fields and who are affiliated
with different institutions than the authors. If the two reviewers reach opposing
conclusions, a third reviewer is appointed. The review process usually takes up to 12
weeks. The average number of weeks between submission and publication is 18.
9. HOW TO SUBMIT A PAPER
Papers can be submitted all year long.
To submit a paper, authors are requested to register on the journal website and click
the "Make a Submission" button.
10. MANUSCRIPT FORMAT
All contributions should be in English. Submitted papers must be original (i.e., not
published or submitted for publication elsewhere). Before the submission, manuscripts
should be spell checked and grammar checked.
The manuscript should not exceed 8,000 words. The preferred font is Times New
Roman (12pt). The text should be single-spaced and divided into sections with
appropriate headings. All tables should be titled and numbered consecutively.
Examples should be given in italics and numbered consecutively. Examples in
languages other than English should be followed by the English translation in single
quotation marks.
Abstract and keywords
The text should be preceded by an abstract (150-200 words, summarizing the aims of
the paper, its main points and findings), and 5-8 keywords.
References
References should take the following form:
•

one author (Wierzbicka 2003: 20);

•

two authors (Huddleston & Pullum 2002: 101);

•

three or more authors (Quirk et al. 1985).

The reference section should only include the works referred to in the text. It should
have the following format:
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Books:
Langacker, R. W. 1991. Concept, Image, and Symbol. The Cognitive Basis of Grammar.
Berlin/New York: Mouton de Gruyter.
Blank, A. & Koch, P. (eds.). 1999. Historical Semantics and Cognition. Berlin/New York:
Mouton de Gruyter.
Book chapters:
Horn, L. R. 2004. Implicature. In: L. R. Horn & G. L. Ward (eds.), The Handbook of
Pragmatics, 3-28. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.
Articles in journals:
Bach, K. 1994. Conversational impliciture. Mind and Language 9: 124-162.

11. ARCHIVING
All papers published in Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies are available online on
the journal’s main website:
https://czasopisma.filologia.uwb.edu.pl/index.php/c/issue/archive
All papers published in Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies are also deposited in
the Repository of the University of Białystok (RUB) which serves as a supplementary
form of access to the content of the journal:
https://repozytorium.uwb.edu.pl/jspui/handle/11320/750
All papers are also deposited on the alternative website of the journal:
http://www.crossroads.uwb.edu.pl/
12. CODE OF ETHICS
Articles submitted to Crossroads. A Journal of English Studies must be compliant with
the journal’s Code of Ethics (presented below).
1. Duties of the Publisher
The Publisher has a supporting role in the activities of the Editor-in-chief and the
Editorial Board of the journal and in their co-operation with Reviewers and Authors. It
offers technical and legal support to the Editor-in-chief and the Editorial Board. Its role
is to ensure the scholarly independence of the Editor-in-chief, the Editorial Board, the
Reviewers and the Authors. It is also ultimately responsible for the maintenance of
good editorial practices and publishing ethics by the journal.
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2. Duties of the Editor-in-chief
The Editor-in-chief is responsible for the quality of the editorial practices of the journal
and for the process of managing papers from their submission to their publication.
More specifically, the Editor-in-chief is responsible for deciding which of the articles
submitted to the journal are to be published. Before making his/her final decision, the
Editor-in-chief consults the opinion of at least two independent external Reviewers and
the Editorial Board. The Editor may also consult his/her decision with the members of
the Advisory Board. In making his/her decision, the Editor-in-chief does not take into
account the ethnic origin, gender, religious beliefs or political views of the Author(s).
It is the Editor-in-chief’s duty to ensure that all papers submitted to the journal are
reviewed by at least two external Reviewers in the process of double-blind peer review.
If the two reviewers reach opposing conclusions, a third reviewer is appointed.
The Editor-in-chief makes sure that the review process, the revision process, and the
publication process are timely. The Editor-in-chief ensures that there is no conflict of
interests between the Reviewers and the Authors.
The Editor-in-chief ensures that the articles published in the journal do not involve the
use of animal subjects. The use of human subjects must be indicated with a statement
confirming that the necessary permissions have been obtained from the subjects
and/or their institutions.
The Editor-in-chief is responsible for the implementation of the journal's Antiplagiarism policy (see: point 6) and the policy for dealing with other forms of research
misconduct (see: point 7).
3. Duties of the Editorial Board
Members of the Editorial Board assist the Editor-in-chief in the review process, the
process of making final decisions concerning the publication of papers submitted to
the journal, as well as in the process of preparing papers for publication (revision,
communication with Reviewers and with Authors). When a paper is submitted to
Crossroads, the Editor-in-chief assigns it to a member of the Editorial Board whose
academic expertise overlaps with the subject matter of the paper. Then, the assigned
Editor manages the review procedure and the production in co-operation with the
Editor-in-chief.
Members of the Editorial Board assist the Editor-in-chief in the implementation of the
journal's Anti-plagiarism policy (see: point 6) and the policy for dealing with other
forms of research misconduct (see: point 7).
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4. Duties of the Reviewers
The Reviewers assist the Editor-in-chief in making decisions concerning the publication
of papers submitted to the journal.
The reviews are confidential; the Reviewers must not reveal their content to anyone or
discuss the details of the papers under review with anyone. The Reviewers must not
use any unpublished data obtained from the papers under review in their own
research.
The Reviewers should make all efforts to express their opinion on the papers in a fair,
objective, and unbiased way.
The Reviewers should be well-qualified to write the reviews. If they feel they do not
have sufficient qualifications to review a given paper, they should inform the Editor-inchief about it.
The Reviewers should inform the Editor-in-chief if they encounter any problems with
the publishing ethics in the papers under review, such as cases of plagiarism and other
forms of research misconduct, e.g. data manipulation or falsification. They should also
inform the Editor-in-chief if they encounter any areas of potential conflict of interests
with the Authors of the reviewed articles.
5. Duties of the Authors
The Authors must present the results of their research in agreement with scholarly
standards. The papers must be original, previously unpublished and not under
consideration by another journal. The findings and words of other researchers must be
appropriately acknowledged. Plagiarism is not accepted. The Authors must obtain
written permission to reproduce any previously published materials.
The Authors should provide information about the funding sources of their research.
If the work involves the use of human subjects, the paper should contain a statement
that a written consent was obtained from the subjects and/or relevant institutions for
their participation in the research. The authors should respect the privacy of the
subjects. The journal does not publish papers involving the use of animal subjects.
All the co-authors of a paper are equally responsible for compliance with the journal’s
publication ethics.
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6. Anti-plagiarism policy
Crossroads does not accept any forms of plagiarism (defined as the use of other
authors’ works, their fragments, or other researchers’ data without attribution).
To eliminate cases of potential plagiarism, the journal uses a plagiarism checking
service (Crossref similarity check). Additionally, the Reviewers and members of the
Editorial Board are asked to inform the Editor-in-chief if they suspect plagiarism in
papers submitted to the journal. All cases of suspected plagiarism are carefully
investigated by the Editor-in-chief and the Editorial Board. When cases of plagiarism
are identified, the Editor-in-chief contacts the Author. If the degree of copying is very
small, the Author is asked to revise their work. If the degree of copying is serious, the
paper is rejected. In such cases, the Editor-in-chief may also decide to contact the
Author’s institution and the publisher of the plagiarized work. If plagiarism is found in
a paper which has already been published in Crossroads, the Editor-in-chief may decide
to retract it. The specific steps taken by the Editor-in-chief when cases plagiarism have
been identified depend on the degree of copying and are in agreement with the
instructions provided by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).
7. Policy for dealing with other forms of research misconduct
Other forms of research misconduct (in addition to plagiarism) identified in papers
submitted to Crossroads, such as data manipulation or data falsification, are also
carefully investigated by the Editor-in-chief and the Editorial Board. When the
suspected cases of research misconduct are confirmed, the submission is rejected.
When cases of research misconduct are identified in papers which have already been
published, the papers are retracted from the journal.
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